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SUBJECT: MOROCCAN VIEWS ON MULTILATERAL APPAIRS - OAU COUNCIL OP 
MINISTERS MEETING 

REF: STATE 032906 

1. THE POLLOWING COMMENTS ARE KEYED TO REPTEL: 

2. GENERAL APPROACH: GENERALLY, THE GOM SEEKS TO MAINTAIN ITS 
THIRD WORLD CREDENTIALS ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES UNLESS SPECIPIC 
GOM CONCERNS DICTATE OTHERWISE. ABOVE ALL GOM WILL STRIVE TO 
KEEP SAHARA PROM BECOMING A TOPIC POR DEBATE AND WILL STRENU- 
OUSLY LOBBY IF SUBJECT IS RAISED BY OTHERS. 

3. UNGA SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT: MOROCCO IS NOT LIKELY TO 
ASSUME A LEADING ROLE ON DISARMAMENT, IN WHICH IT LACKS DEPTH 
OP EXPERTISE. GOM HAS SUPPORTED INDIAN OCEAN NUCLEAR FREE 
ZONE, AND WILL NO DOUBT LINE UP WITH THIRD WORLD POSITIONS ON 
OTHER ISSUES. GOM WILL PROBABLY TAKE A MODERATE APPROACH AT 
THE UPCOMING UN SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT. 
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4. OAU SUMMIT ON THE SPANISH SAHARA: MOROCCO HAS DEVOTED 
CONSIDERABLE EPPORT TO STRENGTHENING ITS DIPLOMATIC POSITION 
IN AFRICA SINCE THE OAU SUMMIT IN MAURITIUS. ACCORDING TO 
MOROCCAN SOURCES, MANY APRICAN COUNTRIES WHICH INITIALLY 
SUPPORTED THE ALGERIANS ON SELP-DETERMINATION POR THE SAHARA, 

ARE REASSESSING THEIR STAND IN LIGHT OF SUPPORT FOR MOROCCO 
BY MOST ARAB STATES CAPABLE OP PINANCIALLY AIDING UNDER- 
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DEVELOPED AFRICAN NATIONS. DIMINISHING AERICAN INTEREST IN THE 
SPECIAL SUMMIT HAS BEEN REELECTED BY OAU INABILITY TO MUSTER 
THE REQUIRED QUORUM AND THE REPORTED REEUSAL BY NIGERIA, MALI, 
GHANA AND ETHIOPIA TO HOST SUCH A SUMMIT. ALTHOUGH 29 
COUNTRIES (LOUR SHORT OE A MAIORITY) FAVORED THE POLISARIO 
AT MAURITIUS, ACTIVE MOROCCAN/MAURITANIAN DIPLOMACY, GROWING 
EATIGUE OVER THE ISSUE, AND MOROCCAN/MAURITANIAN DE FACTO 
CONTROL OF THE TERRITORY EOR OVER A YEAR, HAVE PROBABLY 
SIGNIEICANTLY ERODED THIS SUPPORT. WHILE RABAT NO DOUBT 
PREEERS THAT THE SPECIAL OAU SUMMIT NOT BE HELD, IT IS WILLING 
TO GO ALONG WITH IT, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS. 

5. MIDDLE EAST: MOROCCO EAVORS AN ENDURING PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST AND HAS IN THE PAST OFEERED TO ASSIST US IN 
PROMOTING A SETTLEMENT. WHILE CONSISTENTLY SUPPORTING THE 
DEMANDS OE THE CONFRONTATION STATES IN INTERNATIONAL FORA, 
KING HASSAN HAS ALSO ACTIVELY EXERTED A MODERATING, CONCILIA- 
TORY INELUENCE AMONG THE PARTIES AND INDIRECTLY ENDORSED THE 
U.S. INITIATED STEP-BY-STEP NEGOTIATING PROCESS. 

6. ARAB-AERICAN RELATIONS: HASSAN VIEWS MOROCCO AS A BRIDGE 
BETWEEN ARABS AND AFRICANS. MOROCCAN RELATIONS WITH THE 
STATES OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA REMAIN VERY GOOD 
WITH THE EXCEPTION OP ALGERIA, LIBYA AND SOUTH YEMEN, ALL OP 
WHICH SUPPORT THE POLISARIO. THE GOM ALSO NUMBERS SEVERAL 
SUB-SAHARAN AERICAN NATIONS AMONG ITS CLOSE PRIENDS, INCLUDING 
SENEGAL, MAURITANIA, GABON, AND THE IVORY COAST. ALTHOUGH 
AMONG THE MORE CONSERVATIVE NATIONS OF THE AREA, MOROCCO HAS 
SOUGHT TO MAINTAIN ITS THIRD WORLD IMAGE BY SUPPORTING OAU 
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INITIATIVES ON VARIOUS ISSUES, PARTICULARLY SOUTHERN 
APRICA. GOM HAS ALSO EVIDENCED DEEP CONCERN ABOUT SOVIET 
ENCROACHMENTS ON THE SUB-SAHARA PART OP THE CONTINENT 
(I.E., ANGOLA, BENIN, AND MOZAMBIQUE). 

7. KOREA: WITH DPRK RECOGNITION OP THE SAHARA DEMOCRATIC 
ARAB REPUBLIC IN MARCH 1976, THE GOM BEGAN TO TAKE MORE 
PAVORABLE POSITION ON THE KOREA QUESTION. SUBSEQUENT WITH- 
DRAWAL OF DPRK RESOLUTION RESOLVED PROBLEM IN THE 1976 
UNGA SESSION. (GOM HAD INPORMED THE KOREANS THAT THE SAHARA 
ISSUE PRECLUDED GOM SPONSORSHIP OP PRIENDLY RESOLUTION AND 
A NEGATIVE VOTE ON THE UNFRIENDLY RESOLUTION. HOWEVER, 

IF SAHARA DISCUSSION PRECEDED THE KOREAN ISSUE, GOM BELIEVED 
IT COULD VOTE AGAINST THE UNFRIENDLY RESOLUTION AND POSSIBLY 
EVEN CO-SPONSOR THE FRIENDLY ONE.) IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT 
GOM OPENLY SUPPORTED ROK AT AUGUST 16-17, 1976 NON-ALIGNED 
CONFERENCE AT COLOMBO. 

8. LAW OF THE SEA: THE GOM'S STANDS HAVE EVOLVED INCREASINGLY 
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IN THE DIRECTION OF THIRD WORLD POSITIONS, EXCEPT WHERE THESE 
DO NOT MEET ITS PARTICULAR CONCERNS. IT REJECTS ALGERIA'S 
CLAIMS OE BEING A GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED STATE, WHICH WOULD 
GIVE ALGERIA A CLAIM TO ACCESS TO THE ATLANTIC OVER MOROCCAN 
TERRITORY. US/GOM POSITIONS DIPPER MOST SHARPLY OVER THE 
DEFINITION OF THE ECONOMIC ZONE. MOROCCO REPUSES TO ACCEPT 
ANY HGIH SEAS DEPINITION OP THE ECONOMIC ZONE, CITING NATURAL 
RESOURCES, POLLUTION CONTROL AND SECURITY AS CONSIDERATIONS. 

AS A RESULT OF SECRETARY KISSINGER'S PROPOSALS AT LAST LOS 
SESSION, GOM AND US POSITIONS HAVE MOVED CLOSER ON THE 
UQESTION OP SEABED MINING. MOROCCO'S REMAINING CONCERN IS 
THAT GRANTING MINING RIGHTS TO STATES RISKS CONVEYING AN 
ASPECT OF DE PACTO SOVEREIGNTY TO THE EXPLOITING STATE. THE 
EMBASSY IS UNDER STANDING INSTRUCTIONS TO AVOID DISCUSSION 
OP THE STRAITS ISSUE. HOWEVER, MOROCCO APPEARS TO HAVE 
ACCEPTED THE PRESENT WORDING OP THE SINGLE NEGOTIATION TEXT 
(SNT), WHICH IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE TO THE U.S. 
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9. ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA: MOROCCO GENERALLY 
ADOPTS A MODERATE POSITION IN SUCH MEETINGS, DEMONSTRATING 
GREATER PLEXIBILITY AND SOPHISTICATION THAN OTHER LDC'S. THE 
GOM WILL PROBABLY NOT GET OUT IN PRONT ON ANY ISSUES, EXCEPT 
IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT THE SAHARA IS AIRED BY ALGERIA. 

10. COMMON PUND POR COMMODITIES: THE GOM HAS EXPRESSED 
SEVERAL TIMES A DESIRE TO NEGOTIATE A MARKETING AGREEMENT 
POR PHOSPHATES. THE GROUP OF 77 HAS, HOWEVER, REPORTEDLY 
REJECTED THIS PROPOSAL. MOROCCO'S CONTINUING INTEREST IN 
ARRANGING SOME METHOD POR EVENING OUT SWINGS IN VOLATILE 
PHOSPHATE PRICES, RECENTLY DISCUSSED AGAIN DURING VISIT 

HERE OF (FORMER) COMMERCE SECRETARY RICHARDSON, AND NOVEMBER 10, 
1976 DAKAR MEETING OP SOME PHOSPHATE PRODUCERS SUGGESTS 
POSSIBLE NEW MOROCCAN INITIATIVE IN UNGA. 
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